
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1674 September 7, 2006 
list of accomplishments. In addition to serving 
as President and CEO at AAFCU, he pre-
viously served on the Board of Directors as 
well. John previously served on the Filene In-
stitute Advisory Council, the Federal Reserve’s 
Thrift Institutions Advisory Council and Fannie 
Mae’s National Advisory Council. Further, 
John currently serves on the Aspen Institute’s 
Advisory Board for the ‘‘Initiative on Financial 
Security’’ and on NAFCU’s Legislative Com-
mittee. 

Under John’s leadership, AAFCU has con-
tinued to grow, serving over 200,000 employ-
ees of the air transportation industry. During 
his time at AAFCU, John has worked hard to 
ensure that the credit union continue to reflect 
the original goals of the credit union move-
ment; promoting thrift, encouraging volunteer 
leadership and cooperative ownership. AAFCU 
provides helpful, timely, personal service that 
caters to the needs and financial goals of indi-
vidual members. It is that service that is the 
hallmark of AAFCU and the credit union 
movement. 

Again, I wish John good luck in his new po-
sition as a member of NAFCU’s Board of Di-
rectors. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE HEROES OF 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2006 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
upon the 5th anniversary of September 11, 
2001, in solemn remembrance of those who 
lost their lives as a result of the terrorist at-
tacks that befell our beloved country on that 
tragic day. Americans awoke that day to wit-
ness sudden, deliberate, unconventional and 
planned attacks on our country and on the 
ideals of freedom and democracy that we 
cherish and hold dear to our hearts. On 
Guam, we were ending our day due to the 
time zone difference. We tuned to the live tel-
evision news coverage of the attacks and 
watched in disbelief as the events unfolded. 

The scenes from the attacks on the World 
Trade Center in New York City and on the 
Pentagon in Arlington, Virginia, and the crash 
of United Airlines Flight 93 in the fields of 
Shanksville, Pennsylvania, are etched into our 
memories. Many of us remember where we 
were that day when we first learned of the at-
tacks, who we were with, where we first 
sought refuge and consolation, and where we 
turned in the days that followed to offer our 
support to those that lost loved ones, to do-
nate blood, or to simply lend a helping hand 
in a remembrance project. 

On this anniversary we recall the 3,031 in-
nocent individuals whose lives were lost as a 
result of these terrorist attacks. We remember 
the valor of those who came face-to-face with 
the terrorists on the hijacked commercial air-
planes, the courage of those trapped inside 
the targeted buildings, and the bravery of the 
first responders who came to their rescue. We 
remember the dedication of the personnel 
from the Port Authority of New York and the 
Federal Aviation Administration who worked 
under extreme pressure that day to safeguard 
our transportation networks and to protect the 
lives of passengers, pilots, and flight crews en 

route and in the air. Their professionalism 
brought control and command in an environ-
ment threatened with chaos and distress. 

On Monday, September 11, 2006, the peo-
ple of Guam will join the rest of the country in 
remembering and mourning the innocent vic-
tims of the terrorist attacks, as well as the 
brave men and women who gave of their lives 
trying to save others in the aftermath. 

The events of September 11, 2001, have 
helped strengthen our country. Today, we are 
more resilient, stronger, and especially proud 
of our first responders and law enforcement 
community. Our commercial aviation industry 
has rebounded and commercial flight today in-
side the United States is safe as a result of 
the professionalism and dedication of airport 
and airline employees. 

We must continue to denounce those who 
would do evil against our country, and to our 
allies around the world, and we must continue 
to support our men and women, sons and 
daughters, brothers and sisters, who fight ter-
ror abroad today. 

God Bless the families who lost loved ones 
to the heinous attacks on our country on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, God Bless those who lost 
their lives fighting terror on foreign shores and 
those who continue to fight, and God Bless 
Guam, and God Bless our great country, the 
United States of America. 

f 

ACCOUNTABLE BUDGETING 
COMMISSION 

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2006 

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, in 1967 the 
Federal Government spent just over $157 bil-
lion and operated with a deficit that was under 
$9 billion. Today, almost 40 years later, the 
Federal Government spends approximately 
$2.7 trillion and has a $260 billion deficit. 

The Federal Government’s total spending 
and oversight has vastly changed from the 
1960s, yet it still operates under the basic ac-
counting rules established 40 years ago by 
President Lyndon Johnson’s Commission on 
Budget Concepts. 

Just as an engine of a 1967 Cheverolet Im-
pala would be an automotive disaster in a 
2006 Toyota Prius, our economic policies suf-
fer today because we are using outdated con-
cepts and antiquated accounting practices. 

Today, I am introducing the Accountable 
Budgeting Commission. This needed legisla-
tion will provide the long overdue review of the 
underlying concepts that are impairing our 
ability to properly and effectively analyze and 
understand the issues we face in the 21st 
century. 

This Commission will provide the necessary 
oversight and make recommendations on 
ways to modernize our basic budgetary prin-
ciples as Congress brings more accountability 
and transparency to the budget process. 

I look forward to working with my colleagues 
on this important and long overdue legislation. 

HONORING MR. RAY L. PERETTI 
OF KENT, WASHINGTON 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2006 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to highlight and commend the serv-
ice of Ray L. Peretti of the Ninth Congres-
sional District of Washington, for his service to 
his community and the Nation as a member of 
the National Association of Insurance Agents. 

Mr. Peretti recently completed his term as 
the president of the National Association of 
Professional Insurance Agents, and has also 
served in many positions of responsibility in 
the association. Mr. Peretti has been a mem-
ber of the board of directors of PIA National 
since 1995. He was also a member of the 
board of directors of PIA of Washington/Alas-
ka, which is now part of the PIA Western Alli-
ance, serving as vice president, president- 
elect and president and on various commit-
tees. 

Mr. Peretti has served on the State of 
Washington Property and Casualty Advisory 
Committee. He was named Agent of the Year 
by PIA of Washington/Alaska in 1995, re-
ceived the Hartford/Jonathan Trumball Coun-
cil’s Chairman’s Award. Mr. Peretti was also 
honored by the Insurance Fire Mark Society of 
the Pacific Northwest with its Presidential 
Award, and is the recipient of a public rela-
tions award from the Insurance Women of 
South King County. 

Active in his community, Mr. Peretti is the 
owner of the Hub Insurance Agency of 
Renton, Washington. A lifelong member of the 
Renton Lions Club, he is also a member of 
the Renton Chamber of Commerce, serving 6 
years as a member of its board of directors, 
and has been a member of the Renton Arts 
Commission and the Renton Ethics Board. 

As a professional insurance agent, Mr. 
Peretti’s dedication to the highest standards of 
his profession has earned him the respect of 
his friends, associates, business colleagues, 
and of the insurance industry as a whole. 

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the opportunity to 
rise today to recognize the good work that 
Ray L. Peretti has done throughout his career 
as a member of the insurance community, and 
to again congratulate him on the completion of 
his term as the president of the National Asso-
ciation of Professional Insurance Agents. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND 
ACHIEVEMENTS OF ERNESTO 
MERCADER ESPALDON 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2006 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the achievements of Dr. Ernesto 
Mercader Espaldon who passed away on Au-
gust 4, 2006. Dr. Espaldon was a devoted 
husband and father, an accomplished physi-
cian, a dedicated public servant, and commu-
nity leader. 

Born on November 11, 1926, to Cipriano 
Acuna Espaldon and Claudia Cadag Mercader 
in Simunul, Sulu Province, Philippines, young 
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Ernesto Espaldon, established himself as a 
true Filipino and American patriot. Joining the 
Sulu Guerrilla Organization as a freedom fight-
er, the 16-year-old soldier quickly proved his 
abilities as a soldier and leader. On January 
12, 1945, Ernesto and two fellow soldiers 
fended off a contingent of Imperial Japanese 
soldiers attempting to take the village of 
Banaran, Tawi-Tawi. For their heroism, the 
grateful people of Banaran erected a monu-
ment memorializing the battle and the three 
soldiers. 

Spoken in his own words, Dr. Espaldon was 
a humanitarian who firmly believed that ‘‘God 
gives us gifts that we might share them, not 
hold them for our own.’’ For 36 years, Dr. 
Espaldon fulfilled those very words, having 
made biennial medical relief missions to is-
lands throughout Micronesia. He founded the 
Guam Balikbayan Medical Mission and pio-
neered teams of local and national experts on 
journeys to isolated provinces in the Phil-
ippines. Committed to meeting the medical 
needs of others, in particular children and 
young adults, his efforts were entirely vol-
untary. These medical missions set an exam-
ple of community service for others. 

He served six terms in the Guam Legisla-
ture. Dr. Espaldon was a dedicated public 
servant of the people of Guam. His political 
career was one marked by courage. He spon-
sored and steered to passage the island’s first 
smoking ban legislation and he did so under 
the threat of losing his bid for re-election. He 
was a man who worked hard for the good of 
the people and the island of Guam. 

Having served with Dr. Espaldon in the 
Guam Legislature, I recall that he was a 
model citizen-senator. His service was marked 
by dedication and advocacy for health issues. 
His devotion to his family and to the people of 
Guam is an inspiration to our island. His keen 
attention to detail and thoroughness was a re-
flection of his medical training. I will always re-
member Ernie for his spirit, his community in-
volvement, his humanitarianism and his com-
passion to the condition of those less fortu-
nate. 

I am deeply saddened by this loss and 
know that many people on Guam, in the Phil-
ippines, and throughout the Pacific are mourn-
ing as well. My thoughts and prayers are with 
his wife Leticia Virata Espaldon, M.D., and 
their six children: Arlene, Vivian, James Albert, 
Diane Marie, Karl Patrick, and Ernesto Jr. Al-
though he will be missed by his family and 
friends throughout the Pacific, his legacy of 
service will live on in our community. 

f 

HONORING THE 9/11 FLIGHT CREW 
MEMBERS 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2006 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in order to honor the flight crew members that 
lost their lives in the terrorist attacks on the 
United States on September 11, 2001. 

During the horrific attacks that took place on 
that fateful date, thousands of innocent people 
lost their lives at the hands of these terrorists. 
Among them, 25 flight attendants, 5 captains 
and 4 first officers were lost on American Air-
lines flights 11 and 77 and United Airlines 

flights 93 and 175. Everyone of them acted 
heroically in the face of the terrorist attacks, 
the magnitude of which is unparalleled in 
American history. 

In addition, on December 22, 2001, the 
flight crew members of American Airlines flight 
63 responded with courage, determination, 
and skill, saving the lives of 185 passengers, 
12 crew members, and countless people on 
the ground, by helping to restrain Richard 
Reid, who was attempting to detonate a bomb 
in his shoe. 

This Monday, September 11, 2006, on the 
5th anniversary of the terrorist attacks, the 
9/11 Flight Crew Memorial Foundation will 
hold a candle light vigil and dedication of a 
new memorial to honor these American he-
roes in Grapevine, TX. 

It is my honor for this memorial to be lo-
cated in my district. It will serve not only as an 
inspiration to every American because of the 
courage and fortitude the flight crew members 
showed in the face of danger on 9/11, but also 
as a stark reminder of the continuing danger 
that we all face and the vigilance we must 
maintain. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF PETE HOSKINS, 
PRESIDENT AND CEO OF THE 
PHILADELPHIA ZOO 

HON. CHAKA FATTAH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 7, 2006 

Mr. FATTAH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Alexander L. (Pete) Hoskins, who has 
diligently served as President and CEO of the 
Philadelphia Zoo for the past 12 years. Pete is 
the Zoo’s 12th president and the fourth-long-
est serving leader since it opened in 1874. 
America’s first zoo and one of the region’s 
foremost conservation organizations, the 
Philadelphia Zoo is home to more than 1,500 
animals, many of which are rare and endan-
gered. The Zoo, fulfilling its mission of con-
servation, science, education and recreation, 
supports and engages in conservation efforts 
to protect endangered species around the 
world. 

I am proud to have known Pete, not only as 
head of the Zoo, but also during his tenure at 
the Fairmount Park Commission and the City 
of Philadelphia. Pete has been serving the citi-
zens of Greater Philadelphia for over 30 
years. His vision and cultural destination advo-
cacy reaches beyond the Zoo. He championed 
a plan to promote a network of family-friendly 
attractions in Fairmount Park, revitalizing the 
Park and positioning it as a family destination 
with the Zoo as anchor. The relocated Please 
Touch Museum will be a key step in making 
the ‘‘Centennial District’’ a reality. I am 
pleased that Pete, farmer chair of the Greater 
Philadelphia Cultural Alliance, will continue to 
work on behalf of the arts and culture commu-
nity in the Philadelphia region. 

During his tenure at the Zoo, Pete led an 
unprecedented, $100 million capital invest-
ment, including the Zoo’s spectacular, $20 mil-
lion Bank of America Big Cat Falls exhibit that 
recently opened. The list of new facilities and 
other Hoskins-led initiatives includes: New Ani-
mal Health Center, PECO Primate Reserve, 
Reptile House Renovation, Dodge Rare Ani-
mal Conservation Center, Lorikeet Landing, 
Monkey Junction, and Channel 6 Zooballoon. 

Pete also has laid the foundation to raise 
capital for three more master plan projects, in-
cluding a series of new bird exhibits, a new 
elephant habitat, and a new children’s zoo. In 
1997, he guided the Zoo’s Board and staff 
through the development of ‘‘Vision 2020’’ and 
the Zoo’s master plan as the Zoo renewed 
and strengthened its mission to educate visi-
tors and inspire them to take action in their 
own lives to protect animals and their natural 
habitats. All of the Zoo’s new exhibits now in-
clude key conservation messages and oppor-
tunities to engage in conservation outreach. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to pay tribute to 
Pete Hoskins. His knowledge, dedication and 
vision for Philadelphia are truly an asset. I 
would like to thank him for his Zoo leadership 
and sincerely look forward to working with him 
for the betterment of Philadelphia into the fu-
ture. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF IMOGENE HARRIS 

HON. JOHN S. TANNER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 7, 2006 

Mr. TANNER. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor the memory of Mrs. Imogene Harris, an 
important community leader in Tennessee, a 
tireless political activist and my dear friend. 
Imogene died Saturday in an automobile acci-
dent. 

Imogene had been active in the Gibson 
County Democratic Party and the Tennessee 
Democratic Party for nearly 50 years, during 
which she was an important part of hundreds 
of local, state and national campaigns. I was 
fortunate to have Imogene working in my con-
gressional office. She also worked closely with 
my predecessor, the late Congressman Ed 
Jones, former Governor Ned McWherter and 
Vice President Al Gore, and served as a dele-
gate to four Democratic National Conventions. 

She was just as involved locally. A board 
member at the Carl Perkins Center for the 
Prevention of Child Abuse and former chair of 
the Milan Housing Authority, Imogene was 
also to be sworn in next week as a Gibson 
County Commissioner. 

The driving force behind her work was an 
attempt to help those around her and make 
our community stronger. Imogene was known 
in Tennessee for her take-charge attitude. She 
knew her opinions, shared them often and 
acted on them enthusiastically. 

Imogene and her late husband, Tom ‘‘Skin-
ny’’ Harris, have two daughters, Jan Anderson 
of Milan and Pam McAlpin of Trezevant, and 
four grandchildren, Jake and Clay Anderson, 
and Jason and Adam McAlpin. 

Mr. Speaker, I am saddened that you and 
most of our colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives never got to meet my friend, Imo-
gene Harris. The way she lived her life, the 
passion with which she acted on her beliefs, 
and the dedication with which she worked to 
improve our world, make her the perfect ex-
ample of effective leadership. She will be 
sorely missed. 
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